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    November 2018 

 

 

At various points in our lives, we are called upon to make commitments.  We get married and 
commit ourselves to our spouse.  We have children and commit ourselves to their welfare.    
There are specific commitments we make in the church:  baptism, joining the church, and or-
dination to church office.  Commitments like these help us follow through on what we in-
tend in our best, highest moments. 

 

Stewardship is a commitment, as well.  It is our yearly opportunity to align our finances with 
our faith, to commit a certain portion of our money to God’s work through the church.  This is 
what we call a pledge.  Pledge Dedication Sunday is this Sunday, November 4.  Obviously, you 
can only commit on the basis of what you know now.  If your situation changes, you are free 
to change your pledge.  But pledging, too, is a commitment that helps us follow through.  We 
all have moments when we might have enough to give but would prefer to hang on to our 
money for our personal good.  So a pledge keeps us committed when we may not be at our 
best. 

 

Giving is an act of trust – trust in God first and foremost, but also trust in ourselves.  Trust that 
we will have enough for the future.  Trust that, if we should find ourselves in need, someone 
else will assist us as we have assisted others.  Trust that those who receive what we give will 
use our gifts wisely.  Trust that God is at work through our gifts.  

 

In November, I’ll be preaching on the book of Esther, and the call to serve God at such a time 
as this.  From a church year perspective, November 4 is the celebration of All Saints’ and No-
vember 25 is Christ the King Sunday; this year, Advent doesn’t begin until December.  Our lit-
urgies will reflect these special times in the Christian calendar. 
 

                 (Continued on Page 2) 

Pastor’s Prayers  
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(Continued from Page 1) 

May God help us live up to all our commitments! 
 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Karen  

 

 

2019 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 

THROUGH OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 
 

Dear Church Members and Friends, 

As you probably are aware, the 2019 Stewardship Appeal began on October 1, 
and  we  will   dedicate  our  pledges  for  2019   at   the  November  4th  worship  
service. Of course,  we will  be  happy  to  receive  pledges  through December 31, 
but it will help the session plan the budget to receive them sooner. 
 

In case you  have misplaced your FPC 2019 Pledge Card, please call the church 

office at 878-3955, and we will mail you another card.  After signing the card, 

please mail the card to the church or place it in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Thank you for the support you give to our church and for all the things we work 

so hard to accomplish.  We are truly a small, friendly, healthy, vibrant church ful-

filling God’s calling. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

The 2019 Stewardship Committee 
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        CLERK’S                              
 CORNER 

 

Session Recap 
 October 16, 2018 

 
Karen led the opening devotions using text 
from A Celtic Morning Liturgy followed 
with a prayer.  
 
Total income for September 2018 was 
$16,750.92; total expenses $23,208.93;  
net ($-6,458.01).  
Session reviewed the 2018 third quarter 
report of all cash assets (CDs, Checking, In-
vestments, and Savings): Total 
$359,214.74.   
  
Budget: Treasurer Troy Oliver distributed 
the first draft of the budget combining the 
various figures submitted by committees. 
Committees will review again for discussion 
and final vote at the November meeting.  
 
Session approved: 
Approved September 19, 2018 meeting 

minutes. Noted the specific typograph-
ical corrections to the Approved August 
2018 meeting minutes.  

Approved the Vital Statistics: our member-
ship roll total is 111. 

Approved $3,000 to cover required kitchen 
fire suppression system upgrade and 
necessary electrical work. If this up-
grade is not done, we will not be al-
lowed to use the kitchen stoves.  

Approved $1,800 to cover the cost of a    
new power supply for the organ. The 
organ was not working correctly this 
summer. Troubleshooting determined 
the power supply failed. Norm  

 

 

Willoughby loaned us his power supply until 
this expenditure could be approved. With-
out the power supply, the organ will not 
work.  

Approved moving the Session meeting from 
November 21 to November 14.   

 
Additional Information:     
Nominating committee: The slate presented 

by the committee for the Elders and Dea-
cons for the class of 2021, and the three 
Members at Large for the 2019 Nominating 
committee were elected at the October 14 
congregational meeting.  

Stewardship committee: Pledges received to 
date: 22 cards returned. Operation pledges 
total $67,936; capital improvement pledges 
total $4,890 for a combined total of 
$72,826.   The committee noted that some 
families contribute regularly but do not 
complete a pledge card. They also noted 
that some families complete a card with a 
dollar figure, but actually pay more than 
pledged each time.  

Congregational Life and Service is working on 
the Meet & Eat planned for October 28. En-
tertainment will be provided by the White 
Mountain Grass Band. 

We reviewed the FPC Events Calendar from  
     October 16 – November 22. Changes or ad-

ditions were noted, such as the addition of 
the date/time to set up for the Meet & Eat. 
The Session meeting date change and the 
change for the St. Vincent meal prepara-
tion.  
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COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

A community Thanksgiving dinner is once again being served this year at the Sen-

ior Citizens Center on Thanksgiving Day, November 22.  Seating times are 12:00 

and 1:00 p.m.  All are welcome to attend but must register by November 21 for 

eat-in or home delivery.  If you would be able to help make this event a success 

by providing pies (sugar-free especially needed) or delivering to shut-ins or by 

helping to serve the meal, please call the Center at 878-4141 or speak to Shirley 

Schlafman.  

 

Won’t you 

invite your 

friends and 

neighbors to  

join us in 

worship 

and/or 

Bible Study? 
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                                    SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
 

                           VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 
 

                                                   MARYANN SCHNEIDER 

 

One of our newest members is a most welcome addition to our church family.   

Once Maryann started attending our services, she jumped in with both feet and 

got involved in every project she could!   

 
 

Cooking with two different St. Vincent teams, The Chili Chicks and The Soup-A-

Stars, she is on location nine times a year.  She also cooks, sets tables, serves and 

cleans up every month at the Fairborn Senior Center.  You will also find her in the 

kitchen for every Meet and Eat, in addition to being there the day before to set 

up tables and decorating. 

 
 

If you have seen the many beautiful centerpieces at our luncheons, you have en-

joyed Maryann’s handiwork.  She is an avid crafter and we are so lucky to have 

her willing to share her talents with us.  She recently gave a card-making work-

shop as a fund-raiser for our Church – and hopes to do another one next year.   

She has been a volunteer greeter and has recently joined the choir.   She also was 

a major help when we hosted our rummage sale.  There are no limits to what she 

is willing to help with! 

 
 

Maryann will be installed as a Deacon next year, and if you are in her zone, you 

will be blessed to have her serving you.  We owe her a debt of gratitude and are 

happy she and Paul chose Fairborn First Presbyterian to be their home. 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Sunday Mornings:  We are studying Genesis together, and really enjoying it!  As 

has become our habit, we look at a variety of translations as we read together.  

Discussion is centering on the relevance of this important book for our lives to-

day.  All are welcome! (This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.) 

Tuesday Mornings:  Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over 

breakfast at Foy’s Grill.  Again, all are welcome!  (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., 

before heading out to their various volunteer and other commitments.) 

Thursday afternoons: In our class on The History of Christian Theology, we are fol-
lowing the DV D series by award-winning Professor Phillip Cary on Thursdays at 
1:00 p.m. in the Lounge.  Our discussions of this fascinating material have been 
very interesting!  For more information, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley 
Schlafman.  Here is the upcoming schedule: 

 

Date Topic Leader 

11/01 Christian Reading Shirley 

11/08 The Uses of Philosophy Denise 

11/15 The Doctrine of the Trinity Shirley 

11/22 (NO CLASS:   Thanksgiving Break)   

11/29 The Doctrine of the Incarnation Denise 

12/06 The Doctrine of Grace Shirley 

12/13, 20, 27 (NO CLASS: Christmas Break)   

 

Chancel Flowers 

The two floral arrangements each Sunday remind us of the beauty of 

God’s creation.  Members and friends of the church may sign up on the 

board outside the lounge for Sundays of their choice, noting the purpose     

(in memory of someone, an anniversary or birthday, etc) for the bulle-

tin.  The flowers are then given to folks in our prayers (ill/shut-in, etc.), 

those with birthdays or anniversaries, or the donor.  It’s time to reserve 

you special 2019 Sunday. 
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Celebration of Life 

Bob and Joyce Lawler invite you to their home this Saturday, 

November 3, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm for a celebration of life for 

their son, Doug Lawler, who died earlier this fall.  Their ad-

dress is  570 N. Lake Road, New Carlisle.  For more infor-

mation: contact Joyce at 937-845-8891.  

  

I would like to thank Rena Leatherman 

for the lovely fall bouquet which I re-

ceived on Sunday, October 28. Barbara 

Bush delivered it to me. They brightened 

the rainy day and will add such beauty to 

our home. 
 

   With appreciation, 

   Emily Haynes  

 

 

 A big Thank You to all who assist-
ed with the October 28 Appreciation 
Lunch clean up.  Unexpected helpers 
made the job go quickly.   From dish-
washing, fixing  carryout  boxes,  putting  
up  tables and chairs, and washing table 
cloths—your help was  so very 
appreciated!   
 
 We have a great and loving 

Church family! 

Memorial  Gifts 

 Gifts in memory of Shirley Schroer were received from 

Alice Gibson and Ginger Lindamood. 
 

 Alice Gibson also remembered Joe Haddix and Jim Hill. 
 

 Jim Hill was remembered by Ray & Marlene Acus, 

Woody & Harriet Ensor, Steve & Vesta Warthman, Ray 

Wylam, and the  Rona Hills Women’s Club. 
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Marlene Acus’ group had good conversation and a nice time 

at the Greene Tavern for dinner in October . 

Annual Christmas Party 

Sue and Robert Williams are inviting the church to 

their home on Saturday, December 15,  

for their  annual Christmas party.   

       As usual, it starts at 6:00 p.m.,  

                     It’s a carry-in, and all adults  

                     (and young adults) are invited.    

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER 

 9 

 

   

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

  

 

Nov 4 Lloyd Gehring 

  Lowell  Rust 

 5 Joyce Hazlett 

 10 Hsi-Han Yeh 

 13 Mallorie Ferguson 

 22 Paul Keller 

 25 John Eubel 

 27 Rena Leatherman 

  Karen Parli 

 30 Karen Cassedy 

  Colleen Gooray 

 

Dec 8 Wendell Dobyns 

 10 Anna Roselli 

  Janet Swaim 

 12 Sondra Snyder 

 16 Eloween Lewis 

  Gary Snyder 

 21 Shirley Hale 

 24 Carolyn McMillan 

 25 Carol Murphy 

 28 Edith Carlson 

 31 Bill McMillan 

 

 

  

   

                                                                                                                                                

  

 

Thank you, Bob Hendrix for delivering the beau-

tiful flowers from the Sunday service.  And 

thanks to Pat Biggs for donating them.  I am still 

enjoying them almost a week later. 

I want to thank everyone who offered to help, 

sent cards, phoned to see how I was doing, and 

prayed for my recovery when I was in the hospi-

tal. 

My special thanks to Julie Brown who made de-

licious soups and delivered them to our house 

on two occasions after I returned home.   

The First Presbyterian Church is very fortunate 

to have so many caring members. 
 

Pat Kelsey       

 

Michael and I wish to thank Bob Hendrix and 

Mitch Oliver for delivering the chancel flowers 

to celebrate our birthdays. Bob had difficulty 

coordinating a delivery time for my flowers 

which were provided by Denise in memory of 

John Luc, but was faithful at keeping them fresh 

until he could get them to me. Mitch did not 

have the delivery time issue. Michael received 

his flowers which were provided by Erik and  

Diane Sondergelt in honor of their anniversary.  

Thank you,      

Michael and Kathleen Seewer   
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November 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
1 :00 pm History of 

Theology (Lounge) 

2 
9:00 am 

United Chimes 

(MR) 

 

**Last class 

1:00- 3:30 pm 

Diabetes  Self  

Management 

3 

4 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 
 

10:15 am  

Worship with  

Communion 
 

Pledge dedication 

5 6 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

7 
10:00 am Opera-

tions meeting (BR) 

1:00 pm  

Hope Circle 

 
 

6:30 pm Bell  

Rehearsal (MR) 

8 
1 :00 pm History of 

Theology (Lounge) 

2:15 pm CLS Mtg- 

(BR) 

9 
9:00 am 

United Chimes 

(MR) 

10 
9:00 t0 12:00 

Officer Training 

(BR) 

11 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship 

 

1:00 am   

St Vincent Cooks 

12 
 

5:30 pm St Vincent 

Servers 

13 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

14 
10:00 am 

Session (BR) 
 

6:30 pm Bell  

Rehearsal (MR) 

15 
1 :00 pm History of 

Theology (Lounge) 

16 
9:00 am 

United Chimes 

(MR) 

17 

18 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship 

19 20 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

21 
Lifeline 

articles  

due to office 

22 

 

 

 

23 24 

25 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship 

 

11:30 am  

Decoration of the 

Sanctuary 

26 27 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

28 
6:30 pm Bell  

Rehearsal (MR) 

29 
1 :00 pm History of 

Theology (Lounge) 

30 
9:00 am 

United Chimes 

(MR) 

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED FOR 

 THANKSGIVING 

 

WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR? 

Each day:  Take the time to think 

about the things  and  people that  

you are thankful for! 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER 

 11 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 am    Sunday Worship:  10:15 am 

 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Church Secretary:  Shelia Yux 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of 

each month. Non-perishable items may be brought in any 

Sunday and placed in the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 

Canned Soups   

Canned Vegetables   

Canned Fruit 

Canned Juices                 

Canned Meats 

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 

Boxed Items 

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 

Baby Items 

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 

Personal Hygiene Items 

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

Articles for the December /January  

Lifeline need  to be in the office  

by Wednesday November 21.  

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/ Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_______________ 

 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  


